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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

December 31, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SERVICE NOTES 
The end of the year is always a time to look back on what has happened—it’s good to 
review the paths along which God has brought us in the last 365 days on earth. But we 
also look forward to what God might have in store for his Church in the next 365 days, 
months, and years. We will see that there are striking similarities which connect the past 
and the future, all hinging on Christ and his precious word of promise.

The liturgical color for today is white, which reminds us of the eternity of God’s promises 
that are the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 8.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org.

Hymns marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  
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EVENING MEDITATION
 

WELCOME

HYMN The Old Year Now Has Passed Away | CW 71
1, Pastor; 2, Women; 3, Men; 4, All

Please stand. 
OPENING DIALOGUE Based on Psalm 90
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M:  Now the dwelling of God is with men, 

and he will live with them.
They will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God. Revelation 21:3

C: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. Psalm 90:1-2

M: Do not forget this one thing, dear friends:
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years,
and a thousand years are like a day. 2 Peter 3:8

C: For a thousand years in your sight
are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night. Psalm 90:4

M: Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.
Everything is uncovered and laid bare
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Hebrews 4:13

C: We are consumed by your anger
and terrified by your indignation.
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence. Psalm 90:7-8
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M: In his heart a man plans his course,
but the Lord determines his steps. Proverbs 16:9

C: Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Psalm 90:12

M: This is how God showed his love among us: 
He sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him. 
This is love: not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:9-10

C: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. Psalm 90:14

M: Lord, I have heard of your fame;
I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord.
Renew them in our day,
in our time make them known. Habakkuk 3:2

C: May your deeds be shown to your servants,
your splendor to their children. Psalm 90:16

M: God says, “In the time of my favor I heard you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.”
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor,
now is the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2

C: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands. Psalm 90:17

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly 
on the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter 
the new year trusting in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated.
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The Word

DEVOTION Ecclesiastes 3:1-15
We reflect on God's control of the universe and time itself.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise |CW 240
Verse 1-Men; 2-Women; 3-All

DEVOTION 2 Corinthians 4:13-18
We are refreshed by the grace of God.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN Be Still My Soul |CW 415
Verse 1 and 2 - All

DEVOTION John 13:34-35
We refocus on the greatest command of Jesus.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN Love in Christ Is Strong and Living |CW 490
Verse 1-All; 2-Pastor; 3-All
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Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely 
out of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the 
offering.  We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart 
the message of Jesus.
 If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 
option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect 
you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Please stand.
PRAYERS

M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.
C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name.
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M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the 
countless gifts of grace we have received from you.

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made.
M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we are 

much more valuable than they.
C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things.
M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself—all 

these come to us from your generous hand.
C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them to 

us.
M: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our 

faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for service.
C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live 
our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace.

C:  We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in his 
name we bring it to a close. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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The Sacrament

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: ♫ Amen. 

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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Following the Distribution the minister says:
M: Christ’s true body and blood will strengthen and preserve you in the true 

faith unto life everlasting. Depart in peace and live in joy knowing that all 
your sins are forgiven. Amen.

Please Stand
THANKSGIVING
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: His mercy endures forever.
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving 

gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in your promises 
and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  Father Let Me Dedicate | CW 75
Verse 1-Pastor; 2-Women; 3-Men; 4-All



10

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BE REFRESHED AND REFOCUS DAILY

A new year is a new opportunity to commit to spending more time with your Savior. 
Whether you are high-tech or low-tech, there are options to fit your needs. 

Bible Reading Schedule: A schedule can help you read through the entire Bible in three 
years. You can print the schedule and keep it in your Bible or have the day's readings 
emailed to you. Download the schedule at wels.net/serving-you/bible or subscribe at 
wels.net/subscribe. If you don't have a computer, the church office will gladly print a copy 
for you.  

Prayers: Sometimes we struggle with what to pray.  If you need inspiration, there is a 
section of personal prayers in the Christian Worship hymnal starting on page 134.  
Reading a psalm is also a good place to start.  Our bookstore and Northwestern Publishing 
House (NPH) offer books on prayer.  You can subscribe to Pastor Proeber's Daily Prayer 
and have a prayer emailed to you or look for it on facebook. Plus, the synod website has 
a page of prayers at wels.net/serving-you/prayer.

Devotions: What's a devotion?  A devotion usually includes a short bible passage, a mini-
sermon related to the passage, and a prayer. There are lots of devotion books in our library 
and bookstore and from NPH. You can also receive devotions via email and in video form. 
In addition to daily devotions, our synod offers special devotions for families, teens, 
married couples, and more. Check them out at wels.net under the Serving You tab.

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

Start the new year with our new Bible information class. Pastor Plagenz will walk you 
through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a course comprised of work from numerous 
pastors in our synod. The twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we 
believe and teach at St. Paul’s. Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or decades, this 
course will teach you something new. The class meets on Thursdays at 6:30 PM beginning 
January 7. Come to the Resource Center to be refreshed with the core teachings of the Bible 
and to expand your knowledge. Better yet, invite a friend to come study with you.
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MEET TIMOTHY AND TITUS

Both Timothy and Titus accompanied the apostle Paul on some of his missionary 
journeys. They later became leaders in their local churches. The books 1&2 Timothy and 
Titus were written by Paul to encourage these men in their ministry. Come explore those 
books on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM beginning January 6. This group meets in the Resource 
Center.  

UPDATE ON FIRE VICTIMS

Just an update on the relatives of Tom & Jan Peronto who suffered a house fire. They 
received plenty of clothing. Until insurance and temporary housing is resolved, it is 
difficult to know their specific needs for furniture and household goods. In the meantime, 
if you would like to help, we suggest gift cards for groceries or fast food. (If you purchase 
those cards through a scrip program, it will be a double blessing). You can place your 
donations in the Peronto's mail slot or give it to them directly.  Thank you to those who 
have already given. 

There is a time for 
everything, and a 
season for every 

activity under the 
heavens 

- Ecclesiastes 3:1



311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

www.stpaulswr.org


